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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

Candidate uses a range of religious terms. The answer lacks coherency for full marks.



Sticky Note

A variety of reasoning given but lacking in development. 







Sticky Note

A simple analogy is given. The answer needs further development.



Sticky Note

Candidate's first argument is an expanded justification of a point of view. The second argument is relevant but needs further clarity for full marks.    







Sticky Note

Candidate focuses on the development of one viewpoint. Fails to demonstrate adequate alternative reasoning.



Sticky Note

SPAG intermediate -reflective of the overall quality of the answer .  The answer fails to demonstrate a wide range of religious terms.





























 


Q.2 (a) Describe Christian teaching about Capital punishment. 
 


Look for a rounded account of Christian teaching about Capital 
Punishment. Details that could be described include: 


 
● All Christian churches believe that life is sacred. Each person should 


be treated with dignity and respect. 
● Christian teaching about capital punishment is divided. Some Christian 


churches agree whilst others are totally opposed to it. Those opposed 
stress the need for encouraging the reformation of character which is 
part of our Christian duty. No one has a right to take a human life 
apart from God. 


● In Leviticus it allows for Capital Punishment “An eye for an eye and a 
tooth for a tooth”. Based on this some churches would agree that 
capital punishment makes reparation for the serious crime 
committed. 


● Others would suggest that in order to protect society from serious 
criminals, the only way as there is a need to eliminate those who 
are a threat to society. 


AO1 [4] 
 


(b) Explain the benefits of living in a multicultural society. 
 


Reasons which might be explained include: 
 


● It could help to promote tolerance. 
● It could enrich knowledge and understanding of humanity. 
● Diversity helps to combat prejudices. 
● A sense of global identity could be gained, leading to a sense of 


kingdom of God. 
AO1 [4] 


 
(c) Explain how Christians can be good citizens of the world. 


 
Look for a detailed account of ways in which Christians can be good citizens. 
Details that could be developed include: 


 
● By being obedient to the law in obedience to the Bible – Romans 13. 
● Looking after the environment – stewardship of the earth – Genesis 1:26- 


28. 
● Having a responsible attitude towards oneself and others. Teachings of 


St. Paul and example of the Early Church in Acts. 
● By having a work ethic – following the teaching and example of St. Paul. 


Acts 20:35. 
 
 


 
(d) ‘Criminals deserve to be treated fairly.' 


Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer. 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 


 
Reasons that could be given include: 


AO1 [4] 







 


● Criminals are human beings and should be treated with dignity and 
respect. 


● Reference to the aims of punishment, deference, retribution, reparation, 
reform. 


● The notion that forgiveness and the opportunity for change is given. 
● The notion of justice being done. 
● Criminals should be encouraged to take part in programmes which aim at 


effecting change of attitude, e.g. restorative justice. 
● Criminals should be punished to protect society from further harm. 
● Reference to 'An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth'. 


 
AO2 [4] 


 
(e) ‘Sometimes war is necessary.' 


Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 
you have considered more than one point of view. 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 


 
The following points could be considered and evaluated. 
(Not necessarily for and then against) 


 
● The notion of self-defence, whilst being attacked, would be justifiable in 


most people’s eyes:  Also, if a person, for example a defenceless child or 
old person, was being attacked, then surely the noblest thing to do would 
be to come to their defence. 


● A classic case of justifying war would be the case of a ‘Just War’. St 
Thomas Aquinas initially set down conditions for this and the defence of 
one’s country in the face of an attack was most certainly one which many 
would support. 


● In Leviticus the Law stated ‘an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth’. 
This law limited revenge but nevertheless supports the notion of it. 


● However, Jesus stated ‘You have heard it said, ‘an eye for an eye and a 
tooth for a tooth’, but I say to you, whosoever slaps you on the one cheek, 
turn to him the other also’. Those who belong to the kingdom of God 
should have an attitude of non-revenge. 


● Helder Camara’s notion of the spiral of violence, it certainly doesn’t solve 
problems. There are usually other ways of resolving the situation without 
using violence. 


● Pacifism and the stance of Quakers may be referred to. 
● Non-violent direct action may be a more effective means of achieving 


results.      
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Sticky Note

Candidate demonstrates knowledge of key ideas but the answer lacks an explicit Christian religious dimension.  



Sticky Note

Credit has been given for making decisions related to the situation with and example. Further development needed for level 4. 







Sticky Note

The candidate demonstrates understanding of key religious ideas. Further development of the last point or one more relevant reason would have secured level 4.



Sticky Note

Two rather vague reasons given but each one lacks development. 







Sticky Note

Adequate alternative viewpoints given. Specialist language and further religious  teaching would have enabled the candidate to secure level 4. 












Sticky Note

A detailed answer which is well exemplified.  



Sticky Note

Candidate's answer could be better focused on how choices are made, for example, through prayer or vocation. The answer focused on exemplifying moral choices that might be made.   







Sticky Note

A little further development needed for full marks.



Sticky Note

Candidate develops two explicitly different and appropriate reasons. 







Sticky Note

Well developed reasoning in the initial argument and conclusion. The second argument could be a little further supported for full marks.












Sticky Note

Four relevant and appropriate points made which focus on Christian teaching. 



Sticky Note

Focuses on religious and moral concepts with examples given.







Sticky Note

Detailed answer which refers to many ways that Christians can be good citizens.



Sticky Note

Two theologically well supported answers.







Sticky Note

Two well developed and well reasoned viewpoints. The answer concludes with a theologically supported personal opinion.












Sticky Note

An account which demonstrates knowledge but needs further specific details in order to gain full marks. 



Sticky Note

Candidate fails to fully answer the question asked. The focus of the question is on how to make a choice. 







Sticky Note

Answer is relevant but rather vague.



Sticky Note

Two reasons given but both need further development.







Sticky Note

Candidate ensures that two viewpoints are given but they both lack depth. Further religious teaching would have enabled the candidate to achieve full marks. 












Sticky Note

Candidate indicates knowledge of key ideas but lacks coherency for full marks.



Sticky Note

Starts well but lacks development and clear reasoning. 







Sticky Note

The answer is relevant but lacks structure. The explanation is too vague for a higher level. 



Sticky Note

one reason developed rather than two separate reasons.







Sticky Note

Candidate communicates clearly and appropriately with adequate recognition of alternative views. Further specialist language would have helped gain a higher lvel.



Sticky Note

Candidate was awarded high performance as despite some grammatical errors there was effective use of meaning.
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2. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.


 (a) Describe Christian teaching about capital punishment. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (b) Explain the benefits of living in a multicultural society. [4]
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 (c) Explain how Christians can be good citizens of the world. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (d) ‘Criminals deserve to be treated fairly.’


  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.  
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘Sometimes war is necessary.’


  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.


  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]
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Q.4 (a) Describe the work of Christian charities. 
 
  Look for a rounded account of the work of Christian charities.  Details that 


could be described include: 
 


  ● Candidates could include the aims and objectives of the chosen charities. 
  ● Reference could be made to the aim to put the love of God into practice. 
  ● Candidates may refer to Christian obligation to ‘love one’s neighbour’ in a 


practical way. 
  ● Description of the work of the charities referred to should be characteristic 


of the charities chosen. 
  ● Candidates may write about short term as well as long term aid and could 


achieve level four if either one is covered in enough detail. 
 
 AO1 [4] 
 
 
 (b) Explain how Christians might make a choice about their occupation. 
 
  Details that could be developed include: 
 
  ● The Bible does not have a list of jobs that only Christians should do.  


However, Christianity teaches that Christians should be ‘in the world, but 
not of it’, meaning that Christians should act appropriately wherever they 
are in order to draw people to the Gospel message. 


  ● Christians like others have a responsibility to work and care for their 
families, the only available jobs may seem unsuitable but it should be 
considered that earning a living is what is important. 


  ● Certain jobs may be considered incompatible with Christian teaching and 
to undertake these jobs may be immoral e.g. working for a cigarette 
company, working in a casino – credit all relevant examples. 


  ● The notion of a Christian vocation – the call to do the will of God by 
serving Him in a particular way, e.g. missionary work.  They may choose 
occupations which seek to fulfil Gospel values such as jobs which: 
Prevents exploitation of others; ensures that human rights are upheld; 
helps to eradicate debt; education of others; ministerial work, medical 
work; stewardship of the environment. 


  ● Some jobs may expect a person to work on a Sunday and this may go 
against personal conscience.  


    AO1 [4] 
 
 
 (c) Explain why Christians believe sustainable development is important. 
 
  Reasons which might be explained include: 
 
  ● It is important to take stewardship of the planet seriously. 
  ● Christians believe that future generations should be considered. 
  ● It is selfish to be reckless with the earth’s resources. 
  ● The earth belongs to God and humans have a duty to care for it. 
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 (d) ‘Child labour is always wrong.' 
  Do you agree or disagree?  Give two reasons for your answer. 
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 
 
  Reasons that could be given include: 
  (Not necessarily for and then against) 
 
  ● Deprives children of a childhood. 
  ● Usually involves exploitation. 
  ● In most countries it is illegal and therefore against the law. 
  ● In some cases it is necessary for survival – e.g. farming. 
  ● Children should be paid for works of art that are sold. 
 
 AO2 [4] 
 
 (e) ‘Charity work is never a waste of time.' 
  Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 


you have considered more than one point of view. 
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 
 
  The following points could be considered and evaluated: 
  (Not necessarily for and then against) 
 


 ● Christianity teaches that humans have a responsibility and duty to help 
others irrespective or the immediate consequences.  They should have a 
preferential option for the poor.  To follow the Biblical ethic it is important 
and has eternal consequences. 


 ● Christianity teaches that God is benevolent [good] and that God wants all 
people to enjoy a ‘good life’. 


 ● Numerous Christian Charities have been set up to help those in need and 
there are many examples of the effectiveness of their work – credit any 
examples. 


 ● Change is effected through charity work and a difference is made to 
Government policies through the dogged petitions of those involved [credit 
examples]. 


 ● Christians believe that they have a responsibility to try to make the world a 
better, more equal place for everyone. 


 ● Some may argue that despite the work of charities the world is still a place 
where many people are poor and suffering, while there are some very rich 
people and institutions living more comfortable lives. 


 ● People living in developing countries often have a very low standard of 
living; they do not benefit from modern medical care, have few 
opportunities for education and little or no access to technology.  
Government corruption means that aid does not reach those who are 
severely affected. 


 
 AO2 [8] 
 
  































































Sticky Note

Lacks direct focus on the question asked. the description therefore tends to be vague. 



Sticky Note

A little further development related to the question for full marks. Comments are relevant but fail to make explicit links to making choices.  







Sticky Note

Lacks focus on the question asked.



Sticky Note

Two simple but vague points of view given.







Sticky Note

Two appropriate but weak justifications of points of view linked to religious teaching. The answer needs to include further explicit religious teaching for a higher level. 
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Answer all questions.


1. Study the image below and answer the questions which follow.


 (a) Describe what Christians believe about the nature of God. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (b) Explain why some people do not believe in God. [4]
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 (c) Explain the design argument for the argument for the existence of God. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (d) ‘Everyone should follow their conscience.’


  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘Humans are to blame for all suffering.’


  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.


  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]


  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question. [5]
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Sticky Note

It was agreed that the answer focused on alternative Christian concepts which underpin different Christian teachings about Capital punishment. 



Sticky Note

An appropriate explanation but lacking in development. 







Sticky Note

The answer is relevant but the candidate needed to provide a more comprehensive account for full marks.  



Sticky Note

First reason is sufficiently developed. Further development of second reason needed for full marks.







Sticky Note

Answer lacks direct application to the question. Credit given for two appropriate justifications of viewpoints which are linked to religious teaching.












Sticky Note

Detailed reference to Christian teaching about human nature. 



Sticky Note

A little further development needed in terms of appropriate examples related to the question. 







Sticky Note

A coherent answer which focuses on theological reasoning for valuing the gift of life. 



Sticky Note

Two well developed reasons which focus on the question set. 







Sticky Note

The answer would have gained full marks if a little further religious reasoning which was directly related to the question had been given.





























Sticky Note

Lacks clear focus on the question asked.   







Sticky Note

The answer is inaccurate for the most part.



Sticky Note

Both reasons are relevant but lack development for level 4.







Sticky Note

Candidate's reasoning lack development and insight. 
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4. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.
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 (a) Describe the work of Christian charities. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (b) Explain how Christians might make a choice about their occupation. [4]
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 (c) Explain why Christians believe sustainable development is important. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (d) ‘Child labour is always wrong.’


  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.  
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘Charity work is never a waste of time.’


  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.


  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]
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Sticky Note

Candidate's answer is comprehensive with excellent reference to key terms and concepts. 



Sticky Note

Candidate demonstrates awareness of key explanations but fails to provide a coherent account.  







Sticky Note

The premise of the argument is unpacked with reference to a major contributor.  



Sticky Note

Credit has been given for development of the first argument in the concluding paragraph. Confusion is present in the rest of the answer.  







Heather

Sticky Note

Communication of one argument is clear and appropriate. The alternative argument,whilst relevant, is not developed in light of the question set.



Sticky Note

SPAG Candidate spells at High performance. Providing more specialist religious terminology would have ensured full marks.





























Sticky Note

The three points given are related to the question but lacks detailed focus on Christian teaching.



Sticky Note

This is a general account which is relevant but fails to demonstrate insight.  







Sticky Note

Candidate makes detailed reference to key areas that are associated with Christian citizenship. 



Sticky Note

Lacks explicit understanding of the question asked.







Sticky Note

Expanded justification of one point of view with adequate recognition of an alternative point of view.








 
Q.1 (a) Describe what Christians believe about the nature of God. 
 


  Look for a rounded account of Christian teaching about the nature of God.  
Details that could be described include: 


 


  Accept a variety of approaches. 
 


  ● God as omnipotent, omniscient, omnibenevolent – expect unpacking of 
these. 


 


  Other teaching may include: 
 


  ● God as omnipresent. 
  ● God is Creator, Provider and Sustainer. 
  ● God is transcendent and immanent. 
  ● Beliefs about the Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – these beliefs 


could be unpacked and given credit. 
  ● God is Holy – perfect 
 AO1 [4] 
 
 


 (b) Explain why some people do not believe in God. 
 


  Accept all relevant reasons. 
  Reasons which might be explained include: 
   
 


  ● Some would take an empirical approach and say that more proof is 
needed for God’s existence. 


  ● Some may feel that they would need to have a religious experience to 
believe in God. 


  ● Some may have experienced suffering on a large scale and are 
disbelieving that a loving God could exist in light of this. 


  ● Some may take an evolutionary approach and suggest that mankind was 
not ‘created’ in any way but is purely the result of evolution. 


 


 AO1 [4] 
 
 


 (c) Explain the design argument for the argument for the existence of God. 
 


  Look for a detailed account of the argument from design. 
  Details that could be developed include: 
 


  ● The nature of the argument is inductive. 
  ● The premise of the argument design implies that there is a designer and 


the designer is God. 
  ● The argument is based on observation of the universe. 
  ● St. Thomas Aquinas – archer analogy. 
  ● William Paley’s watch analogy. 
  ● Modern developments – anthropic and aesthetic principles. 
 AO1 [4] 







 (d) ‘Everyone should follow their conscience.' 
  Do you agree or disagree?  Give two reasons for your answer. 
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 
 


  Reasons that could be given include: 
  (Not necessarily for and then against) 
 


  ● Conscience is considered to be a God-given reason.  Christians need to 
listen to their consciences and act in faith is of paramount importance. 


  ● Of course, decisions would be made in the light of the following 
authoritative sources: 


   Reading the Bible, the Bible as God’s Word could help to confirm or 
question any decisions made, particularly if there are references within 
scripture dealing with the particular problem. 
 


  Accept relevant examples. 
 


  ● Consulting Church teachings which set out the Church’s position on moral 
issues. 


  ● Asking advice from other Christians; this would help a person to 
understand the issue from the perspective of others who also have a faith, 
giving a more holistic and objective approach to moral decision making. 


  ● Praying about the situation, Christians, in relationship with God could seek 
guidance through prayer where God’s Holy Spirit could give guidance 
about the issue through addressing one’s conscience. 


  ● Sometimes conscience goes against what Church teaching states and a 
person may believe that conscience is paramount e.g. Camillo Torres – to 
take up arms. 


  ● Perhaps one’s conscience cannot be trusted.  If a person has ignored 
his/her conscience for many years then it may not be a good informer. 


  ● In this case it would be necessary to seek advice from other authoritative 
sources so that conscience becomes informed. 


 
  Perhaps there is no such thing as conscience – decisions should be made 


existentially. 
 


 AO2 [4] 
 


 (e) ‘Humans are to blame for all suffering.' 
  Do you agree?  Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 


you have considered more than one point of view. 
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 
  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are 


allocated to this question. [5] 
 


  The following points could be considered and evaluated: 
  (Not necessarily for and then against) 
 


  ● Oppressive governments may be responsible for the suffering of others. 
  ● There may be refusal to take personal responsibility to showing care and 


concern towards family or local community etc. 
  ● Some suggest that suffering may be the fault of those who do suffer, e.g. 


making oneself homeless through illegal immigration. 
  ● The obligation that Christians have towards those who suffer cannot be 


disputed.  Christianity teaches that God demands his people to liberate 
those who suffer and they have a duty to do so.  They may fail in their 
duty to be compassionate. 


  







 
  ● Humans can be to blame for moral evils which cause suffering and could 


be avoided. 
  ● The fall of humanity could be referred to – human responsibility for sin 


entering the world. 
  ● Human selfishness and greed could be to blame. 


  ● Many Christians believe that the devil is a reality, interpreting Scripture in 
a literal way.  A supernatural force may be the cause of evil and suffering 
in our world. 


  ● Some believe that the devil is a power that seeks to turn people away 
from God and is the cause of so much evil in society. 


  ● Some may suggest that if God is omnipotent then the responsibility for 
suffering rests with him. 


  ● Some scientists suggest there is no such notion of natural evil – it is just 
the way that nature is working in an evolutionary way. 


  ● Irenaeus’ theodicy of God allowing evil and suffering may be referred to. 
AO2 [8] 












Sticky Note

Although appropriate, the description was lacking in direct application to the question asked. The answer was limited to the aims of punishment. 



Sticky Note

Candidate's explanation demonstrates understanding of key term. Further insight and awareness of the benefits would have helped gain level 4.  







Sticky Note

Further detail needed for full marks. The answer is a little repetitive.  



Sticky Note

Credit given for two simple justifications of view points which are tenuously linked to the question. 







Sticky Note

Adequate recognition of alternative viewpoints with appropriate examples given. 
















































































Sticky Note

Description focuses on many characteristics of God and refers to concepts about God.



Sticky Note

Candidate's answer is more descriptive about the challenges to God's existence rather than focuses on well reasoned and well supported explanations. 







Sticky Note

A coherent account which unpacks the premise of the argument and exemplifies.



Sticky Note

Two well developed distinct arguments.







Sticky Note

Two well developed arguments based on religious reasoning. The candidate's view points are well supported with theological justifications. 



Sticky Note

SPAG High level of accuracy and wide range of specialist terms. full marks awarded.












Sticky Note

A coherent and comprehensive account. 



Sticky Note

Lack of understanding therefore no credit given. 







Sticky Note

Candidate starts well but the rest of the answer lacks focus on the question asked.



Sticky Note

The first point is well developed and the conclusion supports it. However, the second reason given is not developed enough.







Sticky Note

The candidate fails to develop the arguments in light of the statement made. The arguments are relevant but not developed well enough.    
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Human beings


 (a) Describe Christian teaching about the nature of mankind. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (b) Explain, with examples, what is meant by moral relativism. [4]
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 (c) Explain why Christians believe you should value yourself. [4]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (d) ‘Reading the Bible helps people make important decisions in life.’


  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.  
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘Drinking alcohol in moderation is not bad for you.’


  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.


  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]
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Q.3 (a) Describe Christian teaching about the nature of mankind. 


 


Look for a rounded account of Christian teaching about what it means to be 
human. 
Details that could be described include: 


 
● Humans are created in God’s image and likeness. 
● Humans are the pinnacle of God’s creation. 
● Human nature – physical, social, emotional, spiritual, intellectual and 


sexual. 
● Created for relationship with God and each other. 


 
AO1 [4] 


 
(b) Explain, with examples, what is meant by moral relativism. 


 
Reasons which might be explained include: 


 
● Moral decisions are made with regard for situations and consequences of 


actions rather than actions. 
● The focus of the moral decision is on the person's needs - what might be 


considered right in one situation may change in the next. 
● Moral relativism reflects the differences in cultural norms. 
● It is a more flexible way of making moral decisions and is not bound by 


rules. 
● Accept all examples that clearly support the explanation. 
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(c) Explain why Christians believe you should value yourself. 
 


Look for a detailed account of ways in which Christians can value themselves. 
Details that could be developed include: 


 
● Life is a gift from God so humans should be grateful. 
● Humans have stewardship of their bodies and are accountable. 
● The body is the temple of God’s Holy Spirit and therefore should be a 


suitable dwelling place. 
● Lead by example – teach younger generations to take care of the body. 
● The Bible instructs believers to do so and should be followed as an 


authoritative source. 
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(d) ‘Reading the Bible helps people to make important decisions in life.' 
Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer. 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 


 
Reasons that could be given include: 
(Not necessarily for and then against) 


 
● Sometimes the Bible doesn’t refer to the issue, e.g. abortion. 
● It can be difficult to understand what is inferred in Scripture as it is open to 


interpretation. (e.g. different Church teachings on moral issues reflect 
this.) 


● It can be regarded as too rigid an approach in the twenty first century. 
● As God’s Word, Christians believe that it is inspired by the Holy Spirit – 


therefore is authoritative. 
● It contains advice on daily living which is appropriate for decision making. 
● Through reading of the sacred text and prayerful consideration of what it 


has revealed, Christians believe that they have been guided by God. 
● The Bible gives numerous examples of those who are faithful to God. 


Christians can learn from their personal example. 
● Church teaching is based in Scripture and this information is given to 


churches via texts such as the Catholic Catechism/encyclicals etc. 
● Sermons are based upon the Bible. 
● Moral issues are considered in the light of Biblical teaching, e.g. moral 


issues such as abortion, euthanasia etc. 
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(e) ‘Drinking alcohol in moderation is not bad for you.' 


Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 
you have considered more than one point of view. 
(You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) 


 
The following points could be considered and evaluated: 
(Not necessarily for and then against) 


 
● Drinking alcohol could be a way of socialising and can in moderation have 


health benefits. 
● It was traditionally seen as a sign of God’s blessing and therefore reminds 


Christians of the covenant relationship with God. 
● Those who take a sacramental view of Holy Communion would most 


definitely agree that drinking the wine that has been blessed by the priest 
is effective in bringing about God’s grace. 


● Some would suggest that it is better to abstain from drinking alcohol 
because it could lead to dependency and is a bad example for others. 


● Drinking too much alcohol can lead to tragic consequences. They 
therefore try to be self-disciplined and self-controlled whether or not they 
are total abstainers. 


● There are strong statements in the Bible about not getting drunk. 
● It is common sense to avoid alcohol when making important decisions. 
● Christians should not be thinking just of personal benefits – if drinking 


alcohol is harmful to one’s company, e.g. because that person may have 
a problem with alcohol then the Christian should abstain from drinking 
even moderately. 
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Sticky Note

A vague answer lacking development.



Sticky Note

Candidate's answer focuses on how occupations may be morally acceptable. This approach is worthy of credit but further consideration to ways in which decisions are made eg prayer, would have ensured full marks.   







Sticky Note

Points made are relevant but need further development.



Sticky Note

One point developed. Candidate needs to provide further reasoning for a higher level. 







Sticky Note

Further development needed. The answer is too brief. 
























